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"Our Rainbow"
Our Children of Critical Workers volunteered to produce a massive wall display during their lunch breaks to welcome  
pupils, students, and colleagues into school.  Evie and Fenton said: "we created our rainbow as a symbol of hope for 
when we could all come back together as a community."

Social Media 
Follow @Woldgate

https://www.facebook.com/WoldgateSchool/
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‘Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit,  character and value.’
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HeadteacHer's Welcome

‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

This week it has been wonderful to see our Year 10 pupils and Year 12 students attending 
school to meet with my colleagues, to focus on their wellbeing, learning and academic 
progress. It has been touching to see parents walking or driving their child to school, our 

children clearly are understandably anxious as they return to the school environment. I watched 
one boy yesterday, who with a cuddle in the carpark from his mother and encouragement 
from our Care and Achievement Co-ordinator, crossed the threshold and entered school very 

nervously. It is for those children who have remained at home with family for the last 88 days, a significant 
change and a big step forward. We must never forget that for adults this change is challenging, but for our 
children it is also daunting. Upon leaving, the young man waved frantically at me and with a spring in his step 
left the building with a huge smile, as he ran to meet his mum.

We are also very conscious of the challenges being faced by our parents who continue to educate at home. 
Accessing learning remotely is far from ideal for our children, or yourself, while also trying to manage your 
own work and family. I know myself and from speaking to parents those daily challenges. The school is 
currently working hard to develop and supplement this learning. We are so very grateful for all you are doing 
and for the support you continue to offer our teaching and support colleagues.

Finally, I would like to thank our Year 6 parents. Mrs Minton’s transition website and the Twitter feed continues 
to brighten my day – with the fabulous work of our prospective Year 7 pupils. It has also been great to see the 
Newsletter back and to celebrate the work of our pupils. I deeply miss the normal buzz of a school day, feel 
saddened that our community cannot be together in school, but I am so very proud of our children, families 
and my colleagues. I hope these next few weeks do provide those next careful and cautious steps as we 
return to a degree of normality and hopefully longer term the return of all of our children to school.

Mr G Davies
HeaD of scHool

Mr J Britton

HeaDteacHer
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‘Everything you do should be worthy,            of great merit, character and value.’

T he loud peal of the school bell is one of the most ubiquitous sounds, sights, or smells 
that we associate with our time in school. While other things have changed over the 
years - I remember the smell of chalk dust very distinctly - for Woldgate along with 

almost all schools across the country, this has remained the same across the decades.

For those of us who attend and work in schools, that sound indicates the time to start work, 
change rooms, or eat. It is after all a sound that means 'change.' It means, crucially, stop and 

start work. Stop and start play.

Consequently, at school, time management is relatively simple. You are either in a classroom learning or 
you are not. The bell signals this. However at home, without these structures it is possible for pupils to 
feel unsettled - not feeling as though they are working in a steady enough pattern to feel they are being 
productive and not feeling they are taking enough quality breaks to feel they are rested. As so many 
of those working from home will recognise, this delineation and separating out of time can be hard to 
achieve. This can be particularly true for children. This is a skill: one that can take discipline and maturity 
to master.

It has, therefore, been wonderful to hear from our children in our contact with parents and carers as well 
as in our interviews with pupils that so many have been supported in following healthy routines at home. 
Whether it is a daily schedule with clear work and rest periods, brightly coloured to-do lists pinned to the 
fridge with magnets, or family and leisure time such as shared exercise happening at regular times. The 
school bell is more than a timepiece. It introduces and supports that old mantra: work hard, play hard. 
This is not just about being a more effective leaner: it is vital for maintaining good mental health. I would 
like to thank you again for all that you are doing to support your child at home and would encourage you 
to continue conversations with your child about how they are balancing their work.

Perhaps as parents and careers, the role of being the school bell - the signal to stop or start - to our 
children is may be one of the most simple and fundamental things we can do to support them in their 
home learning.

I wrote to all parents and carers last week with our intentions for the end phase of our provision. For 
Year 10 and 12 we will be delighted to provide their first face-to-face teaching in school. For all other 
Year groups as we move forward in the coming weeks we will also be enhancing our remote learning 
provision. We will be in touch in due course to outline the steps we are taking.

While we have been delighted to host the children of critical workers since lockdown began, it will be a particular 
pleasure to hear the bells ring the start of the school day as we welcome back our first cohorts of Year 10 and 12. 
That familiar sound, ubiquitous will, I am sure, sound pleasingly familiar.

Mr G Davies
HeaD of scHool
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Year 10 pupils and Year 12 students returning to school.
We have been delighted to send out invitations for Year 10 and 12 children to attend their first days in 
school since lockdown, based on your survey responses. We know that for many children this will be their 
first prolonged visit outside of the home and so we understand parents and carers will be keen to do all 
they can to support them in their return.

To assist you in this, there are five areas in which your support would be particularly appreciated.

If your child is in Year 10, try to help them to choose clothes that are closely to normal school uniform 
as possible. As you know, we value uniform at Woldgate but particularly in this context we hope that it 
will help children to feel that their first days back at a school are normal and routine to provide further 
reassurance. However, we understand that parts of their uniform may no longer fit them and that given 
these unusual circumstances, it will have been difficult to replace these items.

Please do continue to check your email – it is vital you ensure our school has up to date contact details 
for you and your child. At present this is our primary means of contact. We have shared the plan for the 
first two weeks of Year 10 provision and will be sending the schedule for the last week in due course. I 
will also be writing to Sixth Form students to confirm the subjects they will be attending. We understand 
that some parents and carers have not felt it was appropriate for their child to return to school yet and 
we support this decision. However, we will provide another opportunity prior to the summer for pupils 
to join our in school provision.

Do encourage your child to continue with their home learning between days in school. For many subjects 
this will still be the only means of teaching and we will write to you shortly with our plans to develop 
our online resources further. It has been wonderful to hear the positive experiences pupils and students 
have had with their studies from home as part of our interviews this week. Thank you for your continued 
support.

Where you are able, please do provide transport for your child to and from school. East Riding are offering 
services to school, however these will be limited. Thank you for indicating on the parental survey whether 
this is possible for you. If this is not possible, we will happily inform East Riding of your request.

I know how our children have found the individual meetings so valuable – crossing the threshold and 
being welcomed back into school. We do hope these initial meetings have helped allay any worries and 
that they have and that they are now looking forward to their first day back in school. We have taken 
steps to ensure the site is safe and easy to navigate with clear coloured lines to follow so that pupils 
know where they are going. They will be met from the gate and my colleagues will be around the site to 
help. If your child has any worries about coming back - and have not been able to talk these through in a 
one-to-one interview with a member of the senior team - please do get in touch with Mrs Wright or Mrs 
Bourne. They will be happy to help.

I look forward to welcoming pupils and students personally as they enter the site - some for their first 
lessons for many weeks. My colleagues and I are eager to see them.

I wish you all the very best.

Mr G Davies
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Focus On Upper School Drama 
Year 9 have been developing their knowledge and understanding of the social and historical context behind 
their set text 'Blood Brothers'. As well as researching some great ideas about the themes and creating time-
lines to understand the political influences on the play, they've created some wonderfully colourful notes 
which will also be great revision resources.

Luke Williams
Year 9

Isabelle Kears
Year 9



www.woldgate.netIssue 207

It has been wonderful to see the amount of positive feedback being given to pupils this 
week by staff across subject areas.  It reflects the hard work and dedication of pupils 
despite the challenges posed by learning at home.  As Lower School pupils continue to 

access resources on Doddle, I would encourage them to upload their work onto ClassCharts 
so that staff can provide detailed and personalised feedback that will allow our pupils to 
continue to make excellent progress.  Login details for ClassCharts were posted home a few 
weeks ago.

As government restrictions continue to make life feel strange and normality seem a long way 
off, I would encourage us to consider Maya Angelou's wonderful quote.  Angelou herself faced many trials 
in her life that could have caused her to become bitter and negative but she refused to let what happened 
around her and to her, change who she was.  She was a resilient, determined and positive person.  These are 
the qualities I associate with being a pupil of 'character' here at Woldgate and I see these demonstrated by 
our young people on a daily basis.  A few weeks ago pupils who have been in school, with the help of Mrs 
Draper, made scrubs bags to distribute to doctors in the local area.  Harriet Thompson in Year 8 is one of 
our critical worker pupils; Harriet's mum has made use of these as well as other doctors and anaesthetists 
that she works alongside.  What amazing character can be seen in our pupils and it is so lovely to see their 
work resulting in products being used by our NHS workers.  A massive well done!

loWeR ScHool

Mrs  a Minton
HeaD of lower scHool

Mrs Minton Writes:
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Achievement is something accomplished with special effort, great skill or courage. In 
a time when everything that we do requires so much perseverance and resilience, 
it is important that we celebrate every little success. It is good to see that staff and 

parents have been issuing awards for acts of good merit, character and value, and now, the 
skills for life awards being issued by families.

This week we started the personal interviews with Year 10 and it has been great to see them 
back in school again. Mrs Wright has been greeting all the families and pupils as they arrive in school and 
getting them settled before the formal interviews. It has been lovely to see the pride with which they 
have spoken about pieces of work that they have completed across the entire range of subjects.

The pupils have been quite honest and open about the difficulties and challenges that they have faced, 
but also, how great it is to have the opportunity to continue with their learning. They have praised staff 
for giving valuable feedback, and for giving them inspiration when this was needed. They have also given 
suggestions on how we can make some of the tasks more accessible for all and given examples where this 
is being done brilliantly. We accept that we are learning all the time and together, we will continue to do 
our best, challenge each other to excel, and take pride in our achievements.

 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]
 [:joselyn.sharp@eastriding.gcsx.
gov.uk]

Everything you do should be worthy, of great merit, character and value

Mrs i atkinson
HeaD of Upper scHool

UPPeR ScHool Mrs Atkinson Writes:
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Our bodies and minds are very closely linked, so things that we do to improve our 

physical wellbeing can help our mental wellbeing as well. 

As parents and carers, we can play a very important role in our child’s health. 

Dealing with grief and loss
When you lose someone close to you, it’s natural to feel sad, depressed, worried or angry. Every-
one reacts in their own way. If you or your child are finding it hard to cope, we have outlined some 
helpful advice and guidance below:

What is grief?
It can be extremely difficult when you lose someone you knew. Whether you’ve lost a family mem-
ber, a friend or a pet, you may feel a whole range of emotions. Grief is an emotional response to 
this loss, and is a process rather than an event. It may affect how you feel physically, mentally and 
socially.

You might be grieving because of:

· The death of a family member, like a parent, grandparent or sibling

· The death of a friend

· A change in a relationship

· An illness of someone close to you

· The loss of a relationship, like someone moving away or no longer being in your life regularly

· The loss or death of a pet animal

· Whoever you have lost, you need time and space to grieve and come to terms with their death.

We all grieve differently.
There’s no right or wrong way to grieve. You might feel angry, sad or depressed, or even guilt or 
relief. You might be numb and not feel anything. The way you grieve might be influenced by your 
culture, beliefs, or how your family and community understand loss. How you react might be dif-
ferent to how other people around you react. You might not feel anything for a while, and may 
experience delayed grief. There might be some occasions when you are expecting it, like when 
you experience one of many ‘firsts’, such as your first Christmas without that person. Or these 
feelings might catch you unaware sometimes. Grief can come up at any time.

Working through your grief
It takes time to work through grief and it’s best not to do it alone. Sometimes you might be sur-
prised by feelings of sadness when you don’t expect them – or you might keep worrying about 
other people’s health, or your own. These feelings are all normal. Most of us get through with the 
support of family and friends.

If you’re struggling to come to terms with a death, finding daily life hard and things don't seem 
to be getting any better, it can help to talk to someone. Tell a trusted friend, family member or 
teacher how you’re feeling. If you’re feeling very worried, you can talk to your GP about counsel-
ling and professional support.

It can be normal to feel guilty. But remember, the loss you have experienced is not your fault. And 
if you stop feeling sad or in pain, it does not mean that you don’t care enough. You are allowed to 
move on in your life, and it is not a sign that you don’t care enough for the person you have lost.

Mr L Sloman  
Senior Deputy Headteacher 
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This week we have started our interviews for Year 10 pupils and Year 12 students to help 
support their phased return to school life. I have really enjoyed talking to our young 
people again. I know it has felt like a really strange time for everybody and having 

interactions with our learners but listening to them talk about their learning is what teachers 
thrive on, so for me, it has felt like a really important step in a return to normality.

While home learning has been incredibly difficult for everybody involved, listening to 
students talk about how they are choosing to structure their days, the pride they have taken 

in some of their work and the reflection on what has been difficult really highlighted how well the vast 
majority are coping with these strange circumstances.

For all students that leave the Sixth Form we really hope that they are leaving not only with some excellent 
qualifications but also the skills they need to succeed in life, whatever they choose to do. As our Year 
12 students begin to think about their options for after Sixth Form, many of them will be considering 
university and further education. I have seen this week so many of the skills that are valued by universities. 
Resilience, time management, self-motivation, self-reflection, independence and a real enthusiasm for 
learning have all come across from our students in interviews.

I’ve been very proud of how mature our students have been throughout this time and speaking to them 
again this week has reminded me of the value they bring to our school and our community and they should 
make sure their ambitions for the future reflect the high standards that they have demonstrated in such 
challenging times.

Mr J HarDie
HeaD of sixtH forM

SiXTH FoRM colleGe Mr Hardie Writes:



W alking around the streets over the time we have been in “Lockdown” I have been really 
impressed by the rainbows in people’s windows. There are some really professional 
ones and some which are clearly the lovely work of little children. There is a rainbow 

in A Block corridor which Mrs Fox-Nicholls made with some of the pupils who are in school, 
each part of the rainbow is made up of coloured hearts and it really made me smile.

The rainbows have also reminded me of one of my favourite quotations; a message which I have often 
tried to live up to: “Be a Rainbow in someone else’s cloud”. It is attributed to Maya Angelou, the writer of 
famous novels such as “I know why the caged bird sings” and “And still I rise”. The quotation comes from 
a Nineteenth Century African song, “When it looks like the sun ain’t going to shine no more, God put a 
rainbow in the skies.” Maya Angelou explains that even in the darkest times, we should try to be a blessing 
to others; even when things look really bad, we can walk alongside people and bring support.

Maya Angelou writes from her own experiences of racism and injustice.

The colours in the rainbow also reminded me of the stole worn by the Archbishop of York who retired last 
week. We were privileged to host a visit from him last year and some of our pupils have become members 
of the Archbishop of York Youth Trust's Young Leaders’ Award. During the visit, a small group of pupils in 
Year 9 met The Archbishop of York. Pupils explained the projects they had been working on to make an 
active difference to their communities, both as groups and individuals.

They explained about the Year 8 Charity Fair, setting up stalls raising lots of money for charity.

They also described the individual challenges and acts of kindness which they had carried out, for example 
the peer mentoring programme which has been set up in school to support younger pupils.

Prior to volunteering, pupils also spent time in RS classes developing leadership skills, exploring faith and 
looking at the work of inspirational people, such as Martin Luther King, Gandhi and Jesus.

During the afternoon of the visit, pupils across the year groups had an opportunity to ask the Archbishop 
of York questions. Topics such as racism and prejudice, suffering and evil, belief in God, faith, how to lead 
a good life, and about the Archbishop's own journey to faith came up. The Archbishop also looked at the 
displays of pupil work in the J6/J5 area of J Block. To complete the afternoon there was a tree planting 
ceremony with Sixth Form pupils.

In his retirement presentations, The Archbishop reiterated the message of the Archbishop of York Youth 
Trust's Young Leaders’ Award "Be the change you want to see!" a worthwhile message for us all.

Mrs s Geary
HeaD of inclUsion

                     Mrs Geary Writes:
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